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The accelerated interest in pets in especially 
urban Japan has not started with the pande-
mic but certainly has been intensified by it. 
For more than two years, as anti-Covid mea-
sures, Japanese had been told to engage in 

physical distancing and “self-restraint”. This 
has led to many people spending extended 
periods of time at home while less time with 
family and friends. In response, pets as “subs-
titute” family members often helped to fill the 

void in human-human interac-
tion. While the U.S. and some Euro-
pean countries reported near-empty animal 
shelters in the early phase of the pandemic 
due to a sudden spike in people adopting an 
animal, Japanese animal shelters saw less of 
that – as Japanese remain more inclined to 
“shop” a new family member at a pet shop 
than adopt a shelter animal. 
	 The growing popularity of pets, together 
with the accompanying normative, social, 
and legal changes regarding pet ownership 
within Japanese society are the focus of this 
presentation. Data comes from interviews 
with pet owners, pet-business owners, 
shelter organizations and their volunteers, 
from participant observation at pet-related 
public events, in pet shops and pet cafes, as 
well as from the analysis of publications by 
the Ministry of the Environment, the National 
Police Agency, but also from sources such as 
Instagram, YouTube, as well as manga and 
TV dorama. This presentation tries to high-
light the embeddedness and changing role 
of pets in Japanese society.
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Furry Companions
Pets in Contemporary Japan
A hybrid u:japan lecture by Barbara Holthus

Thursday 

2022-11-24

1830~2000

Barbara Holthus, 
PhD in Sociology, Univ. 
of Hawaii at Manoa, is 
deputy director at the 
German Institute for 
Japanese Studies in 
Tokyo. Her research is 
on Japanese families, 
demographic change, 
happiness and well-
being, the Tokyo 
Olympics, and social 
movements. Current-
ly she is writing a book 
on pets in Japan.
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Transpacific Visions 
Connected Histories of the Pacific  
across North and South
A hybrid u:japan lecture by Yasuko Hassall Kobayashi 

Thursday 

2022-12-01

1830~2000
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This seminar talk is about the book Transpacific 
Visions: Connected Histories of the Pacific across North 
and South, published in 2021. While transatlantic 
history has been much investigated, its counterpart, 
transpacific history, has only recently attracted scho-
larly interest. In addition, the focus of transpacific his-
tory has been predominantly northern Hemisphere-
centric connections, basically US-Asian connections: 
i.e., those between a hegemonic western country and 
Asian countries -- either as colonies, trust territories 
or independent countries (e.g., Hoskins & Nguyen 
2014). However, there is more to be explained in the 
transpacific space beyond such a Northern Hemis-
phere-centric perspective. 
	 This book argues that transpacific history cannot 
be comprehended without including “vertical” con-

nections; namely, those between 
the southern hemisphere and the 
northern hemisphere. It explores such 
connections by uncovering small histories of ordi-
nary people’s attempts at événements which they 
undertake by means of uneven, unlevel, and mul-
tidirectional mobilities. In this way, this book goes 
beyond the usual notion of transpacific history as a 
matter of Northern Hemisphere-centric connections 
and enables us to imagine the transpacific space as 
a more dynamic and multi-faceted world of human 
mobilities and connections. By exploring cases whose 
actors include soldiers, missionaries, colonial admi-
nistrators, journalists, essayists, and artists, the book 
highlights the significance of „vertical“ perspectives 
in understanding complex histories of the region.
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Transpacific Visions 
Connected Histories of the Pacific  
across North and South
A hybrid u:japan lecture by Yasuko Hassall Kobayashi 

Thursday 

2022-12-01

1830~2000

Yasuko Hassall Kobayashi is Associate Professor at the 
College of Global Liberal Arts, Ritsumeikan University, 
Japan. She also holds the position of Assistant Executive 
Director, Division of Global Planning and Partnerships, 
Ritsumeikan University; and is an Honorary Associate 
Professor at the School of Culture, History and Lan-
guage, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific, the Australian 
National University. Her main research interest lies in 
transnational migration and mobilities occurring within 
the Asia and Pacific region, and in social histories of 
transnational migration and mobilities. Her two recent 
books are: (1) (in English, co-edited)  Transpacific Visions 
Connected Histories of the Pacific across North and South 
(2021, Lexington Books), and (2) (in Japanese, co-au-
thored) A World History of Trade and Transportation (2021, 
Seizando-Shoten Publishing).


