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Tracing Atomic Utopia and Dystopia in Japan
a virtual lecture by Maika Nakao

In prewar Japan, radiation was considered having positive effects on the hu-
man health and during the war, there were discourses embracing the produc-
tion of atomic bombs. How was this positive image of radiation and nuclear
weapons before and during the war created and what changed after the war?
This talk explores the background and transition of the image of radiation and
nuclear energy in Japan and shows how scientists, media, and the public were
involved in the emergence of atomic utopia and dystopia.

Maika Nakao is Assistant Professor at Nagasaki University and current-
ly Research Fellow at the University of Vienna’s history department. She
is working on the cultural history of nuclear science and technology. Af-
ter receiving her Ph.D. in history of science from the University of Tokyo
(2015), she published two books, TiZMNF: EaIHANRZ{LE T
RFN1—RE71 OEIR]D [Allure of Nuclear: Science Culture in Pre-
war Japan and the Emergence of “Atomic Utopia”] (Keiso Shobo, 2015)
and MTERIZEHEBEFEODBF—RIZEIERIZNER —J [Scientists and
the Sorcerer’s Apprentice: The Border between Science and Non-Science]
(Seidosha, 2019).
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